
Citizen Kid 
Citizen Kid| 2nd Grade | 2 Hours 

Overview
Children’s lives weren’t always fun and games!  At the turn of the 18th century, children 
throughout the newly independent country were rolling up their sleeves to become good 
citizens. On this two hour field trip, students will learn about their own civic duty and 
the roles of children at the turn of the 18th century. Students will learn about the roles 
of children in keeping a family farm running, participate in classic school competitions, 
experience a newly democratic voting system, and yes– get a chance to kick back and 
relax with historic games.

Essential Questions

1. How can we be good citizens at home, school, and play?
2. How do the principals of democracy help us give everyone an equal say?
3. How have children’s’ lives changed and stayed the same over the centuries?

This program is a pilot!  You and your students’ feedback helps us 
shape field trips to serve students from all over lower New 
England. 



On the day of...

An educator will meet your group at the buses and get you all checked in. After exiting the bus, students 
will be led to our central meeting spot to go over rules and expectations for the farm and its animals. 
From there, students will break into groups and visit four different stations around the farm that will get 
them hands-on with history, each led by our expert history educators. Schools have the option of staying 
for lunch and recess, with our historic games and toys and open fields to run and play. At the end of the 
trip, an educator will lead you safely back to the bus and see you off!

Station 1: Back to School

Learn your ABCs! Students will be introduced to the earliest forms of formal school and its 
role in kids’ lives. Then, they can cheer their classmates on as they compete in a fast pace, age 
appropriate spelling bee, a favorite colonial past time! 

Station 2: Pitching In

It takes a lot of work to run a family farm. Kids were expected to help out with chores from 
the age of toddlerhood. Students will get to participate in a selection of seasonal chore farm 
work, and learn their importance in the larger family work.  Examples of such include carding 
wool, garden work, animal chores, sawing firewood, or gathering crops. 

Station 3: Work Hard, Play Hard 
Just because kids were working hard at home, school, and jobs, doesn’t mean that they didn’t 
find time to play! Students will play historic games-- some familiar, and some new-- and 
learn how play is influenced by the world around us and what it can teach us about good 
citizenship. 

Station 4: Your Voice, Your Vote
Democracy was the great new American experiment in 1796. Learn how citizens have 
worked the past 250 years to make voting more fair, and participate in a mock vote. 



 “Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is 
going to get better. It’s not.” – Dr Seuss 

How can we be good citizens, today and every day? 

  Website:       
 https://www.coggeshallfarm.org/education/
 
 

  Email:      
 CoggeshallEd@osv.org

  Ready to Book?

RIDE History GSEs

Historical Perspectives Strand
HP1-1, HP 2-3, HP 3-1 

Civics and Government Strand

C&G 1-1, C&G 1-2,
 C &G 3-1, C&G 3-2

Book directly by 
Submitting a request 
through our website. 

Have more questions? 
Send us an email! 

Grade Level Standards

Staying for Lunch?

• We have picnic table seating for approximately 40 students. We also have a separate area with benches, 
and students are welcome to picnic in the grass. 

• In the event of damp weather, we can set up hay bales under cover in our barn. Field trips run rain or 
shine (or can be rescheduled at the classroom teacher’s request and Coggeshall availability). 

• Schools staying for lunch are welcome to free time playing historic games, visiting the animals, or ex-
ploring our nature trail and pastures. 


